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THE FRIENDS OF HOYT PARK NEWSLETTER
Gree ngs and welcome to the latest edi on of The Oakleaf. As the newly-elected
Chairperson of the Board of Directors, I am excited to share with you both great work that
the Friends of Hoyt Park accomplished this year as well as some exci ng plans for 2022. But
ﬁrst, on behalf of myself, the current Board and members, I must express our deep
apprecia on to our members who completed their terms on the Board: Tim As alk, Tim
Kessenich, Betsy Lane, Andrew Wickizer, and Richard Adelman. Three Cheers to all of them!
They steered the Friends through the choppy pandemic waters, met our mission to keep
Hoyt environmentally healthy, and fostered goodwill among our valued members. I am
happy to report that while they may have relinquished their oﬃcial tles, they have not given
up their commitment to the Friends and we look forward to working together.
Joining Anne Reis and Anne Raﬀa are new board member Kate Aus n, and the new
oﬃcers of the Board: Glenn Teschendorf, Treasurer, Cheri Swenson, Secretary, and Phil
Lindemann, Vice-Chair. We look forward to working with the Members, City of Madison
Parks, and Hoyt Park's neighbors to con nue to keep Hoyt Park healthy and vibrant.
Despite the Covid-19 pandemic the Friends accomplished a great deal in 2021. We once
again funded a part- me Ranger posi on who was hired by the City of Madison Parks. You
may have seen Andy Gricevich hard at work in the park. Andy joined us at the beginning of
summer and supported City Parks in many eﬀorts to maintain Hoyt including the par al
closure and reconstruc on of a trail that was needed to control water run oﬀ at the base of
the park. We con nued monthly workdays to remove invasive garlic mustard and buckthorn,
clean the Sunset Point Overlook, and spread seeds in the prairie. We also retained a
consultant to assist with our eﬀorts to maintain the health of the park's oak trees.
Looking forward to 2022, we plan to host a sledding event in February and an owl walk in
October. More informa on to come on both events. We look to expand our presence on
social media and increase our membership. We will con nue to implement the oak
remedia on plan for long term heath of the park, and also focus on the shorter term needs
through our monthly workdays that will start afresh in spring. We invite you to join our fun
adventures!
Finally, in closing, we must say special thanks to Vaughan James for all his terriﬁc work
keeping up our website, mailing lists, and without whom we could not publish the Oakleaf.
Finally, thank you to Paul Quinlan and the whole team at City of Madison Parks. We value
your input, hard work, and collabora on with our endeavors.
Rich Jablonski
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The Friends of Hoyt Park together with the City of Madison Parks started a project to restore the Oak Savanna in the Park.
The Friends retained a consultant, Good Oak Ecological Services, to help us come up with a plan to maintain the ecological
health of the park by preserving and nurturing Hoyt Park's oaks. We presented Good Oak recommenda ons to City of
Madison Parks. City Parks determined that the Friends' eﬀort aligned with the Parks' Land Management Plan adopted by
the Board of Park Commissions in 2017.
The project’s goals are for park staﬀ and volunteers to remove invasive buckthorn and honeysuckle to make room for
na ve plants and oak seedlings to grow. Other goals of the project include increasing the diversity of plants and providing
good habitats for na ve pollinators.
Work has begun on removal of invasive shrubs and trees. Future work will include prescribed burns, plan ng and seeding
of na ve species, and con nued control of invasive shrubs. We plan to install signs around the project area to provide park
visitors helpful informa on. We also are mindful the project (along with our normal work) may occur near neighbors who
border the park. The Friends will respect neighbors' privacy and work collabora vely to address any concerns. While it may
take a long me to see posi ve results of the project germinate, the Friends are excited to take this next step in the journey
to sustain Hoyt Park.
The Friends of Hoyt Park were successful in
receiving two grants this year to further the ecological
restora on work in the Park. The ﬁrst grant is for
$1000 from the Dane County Environmental Council.
This money will be used to hire a contractor (Quercus
Land Stewardship Services) to conduct prescribed
burns in our two prairie restora ons in the Park.
Prescribed burns are cri cal to maintaining the rich
diversity found in the prairies that once covered much
of the Madison area. The Friends of Hoyt Park will
prepare the ﬁre breaks before the prescribed burns
and provide matching funds to pay the contractor.
The second grant is for $2400 from Mead and
Hunt Inc. This grant is provided to help Mead and
Hunt employees give back to their communi es.
FHP's Tim As alk applied for this grant to help with
implementa on of the Oak Woodland Restora on
demonstra on in the area near Sunset Point Overlook. The grant will be used to purchase na ve plant seeds to improve the
diversity of the plants growing in our oak woods and equipment for conduc ng prescribed burns in the Park. Yes, a er a
several year break, FHP are planning to resume conduc ng some prescribed burns in the Park! The Madison Parks
Department will provide a crew leader and burn permit from the Madison Fire Department. If anybody is interested in
par cipa ng in the FHP burn crew, please contact Tim As alk at mas alk@yahoo.com. We would like to have a call list of
volunteers to help conduct a prescribed burn once or twice a year when the weather condi ons are right.
The Friends 0f Hoyt Park began their monthly Volunteer Work Days in March of this year, following Madison and Dane
County Public Health guidance for Covid-19 safety. We would like to thank all those volunteers who came out to par cipate in
these Work Day events. Work Days are held on the third Saturday of each month, mee ng at the main parking lot at 10AM.
Projects completed included garlic mustard and dames rocket removal, understory brush clearing, cleaning of Hoyt Park’s
historic ﬁreplaces and the always-needed trail maintenance. None of these projects are par cularly fun, and some mes the
weather is challenging, but volunteers set aside me on a Saturday morning to meet at the park to help out, giving us all a
sense of community and sa sfac on. Volunteers groups, ranging in size from 6-17 individuals, included Girl Scouts, Cub Scouts,
individuals from Exact Sciences, neighbors, high school and college students as well as FHP members.
Even small groups of Work Day volunteers can accomplish a lot
May Work Day volunteers young and old work to remove garlic
mustard south of the Ready Prairie

The Friends group normally hosts fun winter events but the winter of 2021 was anything but normal. The Covid-19
vaccine was slowly being rolled out but many people were s ll not eligible to be vaccinated. Out of public safety
concerns, the Full Moon Owl Walk, usually in January, was canceled as was the February Family Sledding party.
We delayed our Annual Mee ng for 2021 and revised the format to dispense with the speaker and to hold the event
outdoors. The Annual Mee ng was held on the a ernoon of Sunday July 25th. It was billed as a Summer Fun Day and
Annual Business Mee ng. Family games included a bean bag toss, park scavenger hunt and the very popular water
balloon catapult. It was a hot July day and thanks to the generous gi of a FHP member, all a endees were able to
sample donated cold treats from the Cool Sweet Treats ice cream truck. The business mee ng was a ended by 19
people. Members thanked board members who had completed their terms; Andrew Wickizer, Tim Kessenich, Tim As alk
and Richard Adelman. No new board nomina ons were put forth by the quorum of members. The slate of new board
members previously nominated by the board was voted in by the a ending membership and included Kate Aus n, Phil
Lindemann, Glenn Teschendorf and Rich Jablonski. Mid-term board members, ﬁlling out the board are Cheri Swenson
and Anne Reis. There is s ll room for another new at-large board member. If you are interested in joining the board,
please let us know by contac ng Chair Rich Jablonski at rwjesq@a .net.

Enjoying cold treats from Cool Sweet
Treats ice cream truck at the July
Annual Meeting

July Summer Fun Day; water
balloon catapult

Gathering at Roys Shelter for Make
Music Madison in June

Madison Parks improvements at the
Sunset Point Overlook

On a beau ful summer evening in August, DNR staﬀer and FHP board member Anne Reis conducted a Bat Survey in the park.
Six adults and 3 kids a ended the event where Anne gave a short talk about Wisconsin bats and their habits. The survey was
done using 3 DNR-provided bat detectors which convert
the sounds that bats make into sounds that human ears
can hear. One detector was an app on an iPad which also
made a preliminary iden ﬁca on of the bat species. Anne
led the group around the open, grassy area down from the
main shelter where we heard lots of bats and could then
see them ﬂying in the open sky. The evening was greatly
enjoyed by all.
Bat survey detector uses the wave shape of bat calls to identify
the bat species
The bat survey was a hit, especially for the kids

Fall 2021 - “Leaﬂets”
FHP board mee ngs:
Every month, except
Aug. and Dec.
 2ⁿ Thursday of the
month 6:45 to 8:45
p.m
 During nice weather
in the summer,
mee ngs were held
(suitably distant) in
the lower shelter.
With colder weather
we have tried ZOOM
mee ngs. Check the
website for mee ng
style updates (remote
or in person) and for
informa on about the
happenings in the
Park


Tentative volunteer
workdays spring 2022
There is a lot of space in
Hoyt Park which makes it
possible to do some
volunteer work as a
socially distanced group.
For workday informa on,
contact Tim As alk
TIMASTFALK@YAHOO.COM

Workdays are on the third
Sat. of most months; these
are generally from 10:00
a.m. un l noon. Work is
consistent with the master
plan and includes seasonal
needs and ac vi es.

Check for updates:
h p://www.hoytpark.org/

Visitors to Hoyt Park and people in the surrounding neighborhoods have been hearing owl
hoots all fall. With this in mind the FHP board members decided to delay the Full Moon Owl
Walk, usually held in January, until fall of 2022 with the actual date to be determined later. A
fall event will also ensure safe footing on the trails around the park. A welcome change from
the icy trails in winter.
Mark your calendars and get your sledding vehicles ready for the 2022 Family Sledding
Party to be held in the Main Shelter at the park on Sunday Feb. 6th from 1-3pm. Closer to the
event we will be advertising throughout the surrounding neighborhoods in the hope that we
will have as large a gathering as in 2020. We will have a ﬁre in the Main Shelter and hot drinks
to stave oﬀ the cold weather.
Check the FHP website (hoytpark.org) and the Friends of Hoyt Park Facebook page for
details on these and other FHP events including the 2022 Annual Meeting.
Kate Austin

Anne Reis

My family and I enjoy looking out our front
windows onto Hoyt Park and exploring it on foot
with our dog, Arlo, in all seasons. My husband,
Jacob, is a native Wisconsinite, and when we
moved to the neighborhood in 2014 we were
pleased to be establishing roots here in Madison,
and the park was a draw to settling where we did.
As a new Friends of Hoyt Park board member, I am
excited to be able to invest more deeply in the
natural beauty of our community through the
stewardship of this amazing park. Nature is an
emotional and spiritual refuge for me and an
inspiration for my artistic endeavors.

Anne has been a resident of Dane County for 20
years and lived at various addresses in the City of
Madison for 13 years. Hoyt Park has been a place of
special celebrations and daily walks since the turn of
the millenium. She brings her love of community
science and bat monitoring to the Board and Friends
of Hoyt Park programming.

I currently work as an executive assistant to the
director of Upper House, and as a mom to three
girls in three diﬀerent Madison public schools. Our
family enjoys the outdoors in many ways including
skiing, hiking, biking, paddling and gardening.
Richard W. Jablonski

Cheri Swenson:
As a lifelong resident of Madison, I have enjoyed
Hoyt Park throughout diﬀerent stages of my life. As a
kid, my father would take our family of 6 to the
toboggan run at the park. What a thrill to ride down a
chute of ice and then trudge back up to stand in line
and do it all over again! After obtaining my degree
from the University of Wisconsin-Madison my
husband and I ended up buying a house a block from
the park so that I could be close to campus where I
could easily commute by bike or foot to my job as a
researcher and then research administrator in
respiratory medicine. I recall often taking my son for
a walk in this beautiful park. It wasn't until I had
grandchildren to take for walks through the park that I
stopped taking the park for granted and realized what
a magical place it is. I joined the FHP Board ﬁrst as a
neighborhood representative and then was eventually
asked to join as an at-large board member. I am
currently serving as FHP Board Secretary and still
live within a block of the park. I don't get to the park
daily but know that if I want a little peace that only
nature can bring, I just have to walk up the street to
Hoyt Park.

Soon after we purchased our home in Sunset Hills
in 2012, one of the members of the Friends of Hoyt
Park, Jane Voichick, approached me in my yard as I
was pulling out garlic mustard and asked if I
wanted to join the organization. I have been on and
oﬀ the Board since then including previous terms as
the Sunset Hills Neighborhood Representative and
Vice Chairman. A Cleveland native, I moved to
Wisconsin in 2010, but kept my job with
Progressive Insurance, perfecting working from
home before it became the standard. My wife and I
enjoy taking walks through the park with our dog,
Hedy. As Chair of the Friends of Hoyt Park, I look
forward to building on our successes and preserving Glenn Teschendorf
My main focus at Hoyt Park is on invasives
the park for future generations.
removal and ecological restoration. My recent
Phil Lindemann
retirement allows signiﬁcant time for removing
fruiting buckthorn and honeysuckle throughout Hoyt
Phil and his family have lived in Madison for
Park. Other volunteer involvement includes Quarry
almost 22 years, with the last 7 years being in the
Hoyt Park area. Phil and his wife Melissa met at the Park, Lakeshore Nature Preserve, Dane County Parks,
the Henry Vilas Zoo pollinator garden with the Wild
University of Wisconsin – Madison and have two
daughters, Nadia (10), and Ida (8) – and a small dog Ones, zoo train engineer and Red Cross platelet
donor. Evenings and weekends are often busy with
named Herb. The Lindemann's love to take hikes
sports oﬃciating: basketball, girls' lacrosse, soccer,
through Hoyt Park and sled on the big hill in the
softball and volleyball.
winter months.
.

Change of address or
newsle er preference?
please email changes to
rvjames@rvjdesigns.com

no speciﬁc

FUND
DRIVE
time

We rely on dona ons in
order to plant and encourage
na ve plants, discourage
invasive plants, maintain
trails, pay a summer ranger
and do other projects to
make YOUR park be er!
Please remember to renew
you membership!

hold up well against the plants we've been removing. The more roots we can keep in the ground, the
less soil we'll lose on those slopes in the lower part of the park.
I also established a new trail just west of the main parking lot, to try to guide visitors away from the
popular trail that runs straight along the fence line to the stone steps at the park's corner. Due to soil
compaction, the old trail has caused erosion issues on the bluﬀ below it, and water occasionally pours
down into the yards of our neighbors below, after a heavy rain. Though dedicated users of the old trail
have undone attempts to close it oﬀ for the time being, it's clear that many visitors have been using the
new one, and I hope they've enjoyed the meandering path through a lovely area. In any case, walking
the park after a rain to observe the ﬂow of water over the landscape, then returning to clean up and
maintain trails, has been a learning experience.
I spent a good deal of time pulling poison ivy as well, getting its roots out of the ground in
signiﬁcant spots (such as the areas near the playground and right along some of the trails leading up to
the Overlook). I'm curious to see what ﬁlls in those spaces, and what we might introduce. Each phase
of the season reveals new species that need attention to nudge things toward ecological balance, from
the protection of oak saplings to the growing incursion of hedge parsley in some parts of the park.
I enjoyed scouting at the beginning of each week, noting what needs attention and observing the
changes in natural communities, from migrating birds in the spring to explosions of fungi in the fall. I
also loved talking with visitors about diﬀerent areas of the park, and about our ongoing projects here,
and have many ideas for community outreach activities, including more educational and work events
with kids from nearby schools. Working with the Friends, whether in managing buckthorn and
honeysuckle or learning many prairie plant species in preparation for seed collection, has been a
pleasure. Many thanks to the Friends, and to donors from our community, for helping to make this job
possible!
Friends on Facebook and Instagram
Did you know the Friends of Hoyt
Park are on Facebook and
Instagram? Follow us on Facebook
by looking us up at Friends of Hoyt
Park, Inc., and on Instagram at
Friends.of.Hoyt.Park.

Chicken of the Woods (Laetiporus
sulphureus) mushrooms in Aug. on
an oak stump favorite host)
Asters and Solomon's Seal
(Polygonatum biﬂorum) in bloom and
fruit (late summer). Solomon's Seal
berries ready for collection and reseeding in the park.
Photos by Andy Gricevich

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP (Dues are from NOW through 12/31/2022)

Thank you for becoming a
member of Friends of Hoyt
Park, Inc.
All paid memberships are
voting members.
The FHP is a non-proﬁt
organization.
Donations are tax-deductible
to the extent allowable by
law.
Please make checks
payable to, and send to:

Friends of Hoyt Park, Inc.
P. O. Box 5542
Madison, WI 53705-0542

Please check appropriate boxes:

